
Back issues of this news are on our web site at http://www.markhamarboretum.org/communications.html 

 
This e-mail is being sent to you because you requested it. If this is not the case, see the bottom of this e-mail.     February 10, 2009 

February Gardening, Low Water Use Plants (cont.), 
Garden Tour Invite 

http://www.markhamarboretum.org/�
http://www.markhamarboretum.org/communications.html


February Garden Calendar 
February is a month of frosty nights. It can be one of the coldest months of the year and -let’s hope- 
lots of rain. 
Flowers 
   Plant hardy annuals and perennials including Calendulas (we have Calendulas), Primroses, 
Pansies, Snapdragons, Stock, and Violas. This is a good time to plant Calla Lilies (we have white and 
some special colored Callas) and Daylilies (Markham has an exceptional selection of Daylilies). It’s 
still a good time to plant California natives of which we have abundance. 

   Salvia ‘Bee’s Bliss’ (left) is an example of a California native that would get 
a head start by being planted now. S. ‘Bee’s Bliss’ is a low growing, trailing 
Salvia with gray leaves and blue flowers and that wonderful native sage 
fragrance. It is drought tolerant when established and cold hardy. Bee’s Bliss 
is one of our top selling plants and is hard to keep in stock. It is good for 
planting on slopes to prevent soil erosion. 
   If you look through our 4” specially priced dollar plants, you will find 
Feverfew, California poppies, Foxglove, Larkspur, Corydalis, and Shoo Fly. 
You should also look through our bed with 4” plants priced at $2 per 4” pot 
for starter plants including a good selection of California natives. 

Edibles 
   You should be planting dormant roots of Asparagus, Rhubarb, Artichokes, Horse Radish, and 
Strawberries. Also potatoes, onions, and garlic. And you can plant transplants of broccoli, cauliflower, 
lettuce, and chard. Unfortunately, with an occasional exception (maybe specialty onions), Markham 
Nursery does not stock or grow any of the above edibles. 

 
Low Water Use Plants Available at Markham Nursery (cont.) 
Teucrium – two types – one is a shrub and the other is a groundcover. 
Thyme – This herb grows best in heat and poor soil. We have several varieties. 
Wisteria – large fragrant vine with purple flowers in Spring 
Zauschneria – Now known as Epilobium; also known as California Fuchsia and Hummingbird 
Flower. 

Zauschneria is a California native perennial that is sometimes slightly 
shrubby. It can endure Summer long drought and still produce flowers 
Summer through Fall. Zauschneria spreads freely by underground 
rhizomes so is therefore good used on banks and out of the way places. 
Our Zauschneria have orange to scarlet tubular flowers which are loved 
by Hummingbirds. While not at Markham, some hybrids are available with 
new colors such as pink or white. They all have gray or green narrow 
leaves. Hardy to 0ºF. 

 
Garden Tour Invitation from Richard 
Richard S., who is one of our almost weekly customers, would like to invite you to tour his Concord 
garden which he is proud of. One of the special points he’d like to show you, is how Markham plants 
are doing in his garden. Richard is local and can be reached at (925) 680-7521. You will also be able 
to meet his sweet, friendly dog who is also a regular at Markham. Thanks Richard, for the invite. 

 
All for now… see you soon at the Markham Nursery? 
   Tuesday's 9am–12noon is our normal Plant Sale time for the next several winter months. 
The date for our first 2009 Saturday Plant Sale is March 7th. Our Saturday Plant Sale schedule 
for the year is shown below right. 
   Call ahead if the weather seems problematical as we won't be open Tuesdays during inclement 



weather. There is usually someone in the office on Tuesday mornings.  
   You can also call (925-681-2968) or e-mail us if you have something special you are looking for and 
we'll see what we can do. Providing a telephone number and email address will help us respond 
faster. 

The Plant Lady, Barb & Steve 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!!!  

Any Amount - Valid for Membership and/or Plant Purchases 
Markham Arboretum Nursery 
www.markhamarboretum.org 

4" pots @ $2------1 Gallon pots  @ $4 
Plant Sale Every Tuesday  

9 am to 12 noon 
(weather permitting) 

2009 Saturday Plant Sales 
Mar 7, Apr 4, May 2, Jun 13, Aug 1, 

Sep 12, Oct 17, Nov 14 
10 am to 2 pm 

1202 La Vista Way (off Clayton Rd ), Concord , CA   94521 (click for map) 
e-mail: markham.arb@gmail.com            tel: 925-681-2968  

To subscribe to this Nursery email, click SUBSCRIBE and complete and send the e-mail generated on your computer. To 
unsubscribe to this e-mail and/or you wish to be removed from Markham's Nursery & Plant Sale emails, please click 
UNSUBSCRIBE to generate an e-mail (markham.arb@gmail.com) for you to send. 
Upon receipt of the request, we will delete you from our Nursery and Plant Sale e-mail list. 
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